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PREFACE 

THE DESIGN MANUAL 

As part of the ongoing design and construction programs at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport and Washington 
Dulles International Airport, the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (the Authority), Office of Engineering, has 
developed and adopted a series of documents that describe the codes, standards, details, products, and practices to be 
followed by Architect/Engineers (A/Es). These documents apply to all design of construction at all facilities on property 
owned by the Authority. Facilities constructed or modified on the site occupied by the National Air and Space Museum 
located at Washington Dulles International Airport are exempt from the requirements of the Authority Design Manual. 

The Design Manual has been developed to assist Architects/Engineers (A/Es) in understanding the practices and policies 
that must be incorporated into each project. The Design Manual contains a number of specific requirements that must be 
followed on all projects, as described above. These can be either Authority contracted projects, Authority direct-constructed 
projects, and tenant contracted projects. 

APPLICABILITY OF THE DESIGN MANUAL 

The requirements for design and construction incorporated into the Design Manual and Supporting Volumes are regulations 
approved by the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority Board of Directors and shall be considered contract 
requirements for all A/Es who are performing services under contract to the Authority. Although A/Es who are under contract 
to tenants of the Authority may not be working under contract provisions that make compliance with these requirements 
mandatory, the Authority reserves the right, as Owner of all airport facilities, and land on which tenant buildings are 
constructed, to reject any design or work that does not comply with the requirements of the Design Manual and its 
supporting volumes. It is, therefore, required that all A/Es performing work that will be constructed on airport property shall 
perform services consistent with the Authority policies, standards, procedures, and construction requirements contained in 
the Design Manual and its supporting volumes. The Design Manual should be considered equivalent to the building codes. 
The Design Manual in effect at the 30% Submittal will remain the Design Manual of record up to the 100% Final Submittal. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE DESIGN MANUAL 

The Design Manual is made up of seven volumes. 
 
Basic policies, procedures and standards for both Airports: 

• Design Manual  
 
Requirements for Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport: 

• DCA Vol.1 - Airport Design Standards and Signing Guidelines [THIS DOCUMENT] 
• DCA Vol.2 - Tenant Design Standards 

 
Requirements for Washington Dulles International Airport: 

• IAD Vol.1 - Airport Design Standards and Signing Guidelines 
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• IAD Vol.2 - Main Terminal/Concourse Z Tenant Design Standards 
• IAD Vol.3 - Concourse B Tenant Design Standards 

 
Requirements for All Projects: 

• CADD - CADD Design Standards 
 
The seven volumes are intended to supplement each other and must be used together, as appropriate for each airport, to 
achieve the desired goals of the Authority. 

An electronic version of the Design Manual and Supporting Volumes is available on CD-ROM, which may be obtained by 
contacting the Authority Office of Engineering. It is also available on the Authority website at www.mwaa.com under 
“Publications”. 

OTHER DOCUMENTS 

In addition to the Design Manual, the Authority also requires compliance for design and construction with additional policies, 
procedures, and standards that are published by other departments. These documents include: 

• Construction Safety Manual 
 
• Owner Controlled Wrap-Up Insurance Program Manual 

 
• Building Codes Manual 

 
• Contractors Safety and Security Information (Washington Dulles International Airport) 

 
• Safety Policy, Procedures, and Practices by the Risk Management Department 

 
• MASTERSPEC© Specifications Sections specifically edited for Authority projects (primarily Division 01, but 

including specific technical specification sections) 
 

• Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport and Washington Dulles International Airport Survey Control Data 
“To-Reach” Descriptions (two separate volumes) Note that the “To-Reach” documents for Washington Dulles 
International Airport are no longer provided on the CD-ROM version of the Design Manual. These documents are 
available through the Authority. The CD-ROM contains information directing the A/Es to the proper group within the 
Authority to obtain this document. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.mwaa.com/�
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ACCEPTABLE STANDARDS 

The standards established by the above referenced documents, together with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 
National Fire Protection Agency (NFPA), Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (USBC), Construction Specifications 
Institute (CSI), and other referenced materials establish the minimum level of quality and detail required of all Authority 
projects. These standards in many instances may exceed those used in non-Authority design and construction projects and 
are often above those established as “Code Minimums”, “Standards of the Industry”, or “generally accepted practices.” 

DESIGN MANUAL REVISIONS 

This edition of the Design Manual incorporates the modifications and additions that were developed during the Authority 
annual review of the previous year’s Design Manual. This review includes an analysis of the existing standards and an 
evaluation of the suggested revisions. 

If you feel that a standard or procedure stipulated in this edition of the Design Manual should be revised, we would like to 
know. To facilitate this, we have included a Design Manual review form that will place your idea in the appropriate hands. All 
suggestions received will be reviewed and researched and a written response will be provided. 
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DESIGN MANUAL REVISION FORM 

SUGGESTED REVISION TO THE DESIGN MANUAL 

Date:  Log Number: 10 

  

To: Mr. David A. Jones, PE 
Manager of Design 
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority 
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport 
Washington, DC 20001 

  

From:      

      

  

  

Design Manual Volume & Section:      

Design Manual Paragraph:      

Design Manual Page:      

 
 

Background: 
 
[Insert background for suggested change(s) here.] 
 
2009 Design Manual Text: 
 
[Copy and paste here the text from the 2009 Design Manual for which a revision will be suggested.] 
 
Proposed 2010 Design Manual Text: 
 
[Use RED text, normal font not bold, to indicate added language. Use “strikethrough” to indicate deleted language. Do not 
use “track changes”.] 
 

 
 



Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, DCA Vol. I 
January 2009 

 DCA Vol. 1 - Page 7 Table of Contents 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PREFACE ................................................................................................................................................................................. 3 

TABLE OF CONTENTS............................................................................................................................................................ 7 

INTRODUCTION..................................................................................................................................................................... 11 

SECTION I:  Airport Design Standards................................................................................................................................ 13 

CHAPTER 1 Historic Preservation Design Standards Introduction ................................................................................. 13 

1.1 Historic Preservation Background................................................................................................................... 13 

1.2 Historic Preservation Coordination Procedures ............................................................................................ 13 

1.3 Contributing Features of Terminal A to be protected and Maintained......................................................... 15 

1.4 South Hangar Line (SHL) .................................................................................................................................. 19 

CHAPTER 2 South Airport Development Area ................................................................................................................... 27 

2.1 South Airport Development Area Location..................................................................................................... 27 

2.2 Exterior Massing................................................................................................................................................ 29 

2.3 Exterior Requirements ...................................................................................................................................... 29 

2.4 Site Development .............................................................................................................................................. 30 

CHAPTER 3 Site Development Standards .......................................................................................................................... 33 

CHAPTER 4 Authority Standards ........................................................................................................................................ 43 

4.1 Applicability ....................................................................................................................................................... 43 

4.2 General Criteria/Prohibitions............................................................................................................................ 53 

CHAPTER 5 Tenant Spaces and Facilities.......................................................................................................................... 57 

CHAPTER 6 Parking Facilities: ............................................................................................................................................ 63 

SECTION II:  Signing Design Guidelines............................................................................................................................. 69 

CHAPTER 1 Introduction...................................................................................................................................................... 69 

1.1 Overview Of Signing Design Guidelines ......................................................................................................... 69 

1.2 Referenced Standards ...................................................................................................................................... 69 

1.3 ADA Guidelines ................................................................................................................................................. 69 



Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, DCA Vol. I 
January 2009 

 DCA Vol. 1 - Page 8 Table of Contents 

1.4 Master Planning Program For Signing ............................................................................................................ 69 

1.5 Application of Signing Design Guidelines ...................................................................................................... 70 

CHAPTER 2 Typography ...................................................................................................................................................... 73 

2.1 Selected Typeface ............................................................................................................................................. 73 

2.2 Arrows ................................................................................................................................................................ 76 

2.3 Symbols.............................................................................................................................................................. 79 

2.4 Color ................................................................................................................................................................... 84 

2.5 Graphic Formats................................................................................................................................................ 88 

2.6 Materials And Finishes...................................................................................................................................... 91 

2.7 Mounting............................................................................................................................................................. 94 

2.8 Illumination....................................................................................................................................................... 107 

2.9 Dynamic and Changeable Signing................................................................................................................. 108 

2.10 Terminology ................................................................................................................................................... 109 

CHAPTER 3 Public Signing Guidelines............................................................................................................................. 115 

3.1 Roadways......................................................................................................................................................... 115 

3.2 Terminals.......................................................................................................................................................... 117 

3.3 Parking Structures........................................................................................................................................... 124 

3.4 Surface Parking Lots....................................................................................................................................... 125 

3.5 Taxi Parking Structure .................................................................................................................................... 125 

3.6 Hangar Buildings............................................................................................................................................. 141 

3.7 South Service Area.......................................................................................................................................... 141 

3.8 Regulatory Signing.......................................................................................................................................... 141 

CHAPTER 4 Commercial Signing Guidelines................................................................................................................... 145 

4.1 Roadways......................................................................................................................................................... 145 

4.2 Terminals.......................................................................................................................................................... 145 

4.3 Parking Structures........................................................................................................................................... 147 

4.4 Surface Parking Lots....................................................................................................................................... 147 

4.5 Taxi Parking Structure .................................................................................................................................... 147 

4.6 Hangar Buildings............................................................................................................................................. 147 



Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, DCA Vol. I 
January 2009 

 DCA Vol. 1 - Page 9 Table of Contents 

4.7 South Service Area.......................................................................................................................................... 148 

CHAPTER 5 Supplemental Information............................................................................................................................. 149 

5.1 Leasing Requirements .................................................................................................................................... 149 

5.2 Construction Coordination............................................................................................................................. 149 

5.3 Outline Specifications..................................................................................................................................... 149 

5.4 Resources ........................................................................................................................................................ 151 

LIST OF EXHIBITS............................................................................................................................................................... 153 

INDEX ................................................................................................................................................................................... 157 
 

 

 



Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, DCA Vol. I 
January 2009 

 DCA Vol. 1 - Page 10 Introduction 

 

 

(This Page Blank) 



Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, DCA Vol. I 
January 2009 

 DCA Vol. 1 - Page 11 Introduction 

INTRODUCTION 

GUIDE TO THIS VOLUME OF THE DESIGN MANUAL 

Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport consists of the following volumes: 

• DCA Vol.1 - Airport Design Standards and Signing Guidelines [THIS VOLUME] 
• DCA Vol.2 - Tenant Design Standards 

 
This volume consists of  design standards, design criteria, procedures, and products for Ronald Reagan Washington 
National Airport and relates to the Tenant Design Standards. 

This volume consists of two sections: 

 Section I  Airport Design Standards 
 
 Chapter 1:  Historic Preservation Design Standards Introduction 
 Chapter 2:  South Airport Development Area 
 Chapter 3:  Site Development Standards 
 Chapter 4:  Authority Standards 
 Chapter 5:  Tenant Spaces and Facilities 
 Chapter 6:    Parking Facilities 
 
 Section II  Signing Guidelines 
 
 Chapter 1:  Introduction 
 Chapter 2:  Typography 
 Chapter 3:  Public Signing Guidelines 
 Chapter 4:  Commercial Signing Guidelines 
 Chapter 5:  Supplemental Information 
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SECTION I:  Airport Design Standards 

CHAPTER 1  Historic Preservation Design Standards 
Introduction 

The purpose of this standard is to familiarize the A/E and 
the Contractors with historic preservation coordination 
requirements that may affect maintenance and 
repair/rehabilitation operations conducted in the existing 
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport Terminal A. 
The standard provides a short background review of the 
legal and technical requirements for Historic Preservation 
protection of the Terminal A and an outline of required 
coordination procedures. 

1.1  Historic Preservation Background 

1.1.1  General:  When the operation of Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport was transferred from the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Authority (Authority) assumed legal 
responsibility to identify, evaluate and protect significant 
historic resources contained on airport properties. This 
responsibility was formally outlined in a 1987 Programmatic 
Memorandum of Agreement (PMOA) between the FAA, the 
Virginia State Historic Preservation Officer (VASHPO) and 
the Federal Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
(ACHP). Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport has 
been determined to contain a significant complex of historic 
structures that are eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places. This complex consists of the historic 
Terminal A (the current South Terminal) and South Hangar 
Line. At the center of this complex of aviation-related 
historic properties is the existing Terminal A. The original 
1941 portion of the Terminal A has been identified as being 
the most significant portion of that terminal; however, 
certain later additions (1948 and 1956) also have been 
determined to have historic and/or architectural value. 
Federal and state preservation laws, and the terms of the 
Authority PMOA, require that plans for projects that may 
affect significant elements of National Register-eligible 
historic properties must be coordinated with the VASHPO 
and ACHP. The purpose of this coordination is to allow 

projects to proceed, while potential adverse effects 
(demolition, relocation, inappropriate repair/replacement or 
alteration) to the historic properties are avoided, minimized 
or mitigated. Since the construction of the Terminal B/C and 
Related Facilities and other construction activities have 
effects on the Terminal A, the Authority has negotiated 
several formal Memorandums of Agreement to identify, 
evaluate and mitigate any resulting adverse effects. As an 
important part of these agreements, the Authority will be 
required to protect and maintain the original historic fabric 
of the Terminal A. Successful negotiation and execution of 
these agreements is a mandatory step in the historic and 
environmental review processes required for federal 
approval of construction involving the Terminal A. 

1.2  Historic Preservation Coordination Procedures 

1.2.1  General:  The Authority has developed a coordinated 
historic property protection program. This program 
establishes coordination procedures for the successful 
implementation of primary, supplemental and long-term 
preservation goals. As outlined below, the 
primary/supplemental coordination procedures are currently 
active. The planned long-term procedures will be developed 
in consultation with the Engineering and Maintenance 
Department, and will be initiated in the future. Engineering 
briefs will be issued to provide information and procedures 
for the preservation program. 

1.2.2  Primary Coordination Procedures:  The Authority 
has made formal preservation commitments to the federal 
and state historic agencies, such as the Virginia State 
Historic Preservation Offices and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation. Removal or inappropriate 
repair/replacement of any portion of the Terminal A historic 
structure would have serious consequences and endanger 
the successful completion of the future historic program. As 
a result, the following primary historic preservation 
coordination procedure is recommended for 
implementation: 
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1.2.2.1  Maintenance, Repair, or Rehabilitation:  Any 
maintenance or repair/rehabilitation activity which will 
require the removal/replacement/significant alteration of any 
existing Terminal A architectural fixtures (handrails, lighting 
equipment, bathroom fixtures, signage, heating 
grates/vents, window/door hardware, etc.) or 
removal/replacement/significant alteration to any existing 
structural elements/surfaces (walls/portions, floors, 
columns, stairs, counters, etc.) in public or non-public 
portions of the Terminal A will require prior coordination 
with the Design Department. 

A.  As soon as the need for such activity is identified, 
the staff of the Engineering and Maintenance 
Department is requested to submit a written description 
of the required activity and impacted Terminal A 
elements to the Design Department. A prompt analysis 
of the required activity will be coordinated and a written 
response outlining any preservation requirements 
and/or recommendations for alternative procedures will 
be supplied to the Engineering and Maintenance 
Department. Strict compliance with the recommended 
preservation treatment is critical in order to avoid 
destruction or damage to the protected portions of the 
Terminal A. 

1.2.2.2  Primary Coordination Procedure:  The primary 
coordination procedure outlined above is a general plan 
that provides for the protection of the Terminal A. Through 
discussions with Engineering and Maintenance staff, this 
protection plan will be refined into a more effective 
preservation coordination system. Supplemental 
coordination procedures are outlined below: 

1.2.3  Supplemental Coordination Procedures:  Through 
the completed historic preservation planning process, the 
Authority has compiled a comprehensive Protect and 
Maintain List that provides detailed identification of those 
architectural elements which have been determined to be 
significant and which require protection. This detailed list, 
found in Section I, provides the foundation for an efficient 
and effective preservation program. The protection and 
maintenance of the listed historic building elements is 

required by the terms of the Memorandum of Agreement. 
This list will assist Engineering and Maintenance personnel 
in identifying those building elements that require special 
treatment. However, careful coordination with Design 
Department staff will still be needed. To this end, during any 
design and construction process it is suggested that 
regularly scheduled preservation coordination meetings be 
held so that potential preservation problems can be 
identified as early as possible and appropriate solutions can 
be found. As the development of required preservation 
procedures may require the input of outside review 
agencies, personnel are urged to anticipate the need for 
future work and start the coordination process as early as 
possible. 

1.2.4  Planned Long-Term Coordination Process:  It is 
suggested that the primary and supplemental coordination 
procedures outlined above will eventually be replaced by a 
permanent long-term system based on the development of 
a Historic Property Protection and Maintenance Manual and 
the establishment of a personnel-training system. In order 
to provide a comprehensive, permanent historic 
preservation program, it is recommended that the Design 
Department and Engineering and Maintenance Department 
work together to develop a Historic Property Protection and 
Maintenance Manual. Based on the detailed listing 
contained in the Protect and Maintain List, this Manual 
would provide specific preservation information on all 
identified significant historic building elements. Structured in 
a format similar to the current Operations and Maintenance 
- Quick Reference Manuals, the document would provide 
information on the location and identification of historic 
elements and the required level of preservation treatment. 
Specifications for cleaning, preventive maintenance, 
repair/rehabilitation procedures and the availability of 
replacement parts would be provided. In order for this 
manual-based preservation plan to be effective, 
Engineering and Maintenance Department 
Managers/Supervisors will need to be directly involved in 
manual development and a staff orientation/training process 
should be a critical part of the implementation plan. 



Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, DCA Vol. I 
January 2009 

Airport Design Standards DCA Vol. 1 - Page 15 Section I 

1.3  Contributing Features of Terminal A to be 
protected and Maintained 

1.3.1  General:  The evaluation of historically significant 
features to be protected and maintained at the Terminal A 
at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport focused on 
the original 1941 Terminal, and on contributing additions to 
it. The character-defining features listed below can be 
found, therefore, in the 1941, 1948, and 1956 portions of 
the Terminal in those spaces determined significant. The 
protection and maintenance of these building spaces and 
features will be assured during the rehabilitation of the 
South Terminal and in the course of future repair work. The 
items listed below will form the basis for a general 
protection plan and will later be incorporated into the 
Protection and Maintenance Manual, which will include 
instructions for the sensitive cleaning and repair of the 
below-listed features. If features are in irreparable 
condition, items may be replaced in kind, after coordination 
with the appropriate Design Department personnel. 
Restoration and renovation projects have now been 
completed in a number of historically significant original 
spaces in the Terminal A. These have been the subject of 
consultation with the historic review agencies and have 
been completed according to the Secretary of the Interiors 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and 
according to legal agreements between the Authority and 
historic review agencies. All future work in the spaces 
should respect these agreements. This includes changes to 
original historic materials, reconstructed missing historic 
features, and approved historically compatible new 
features, as well as new penetrations for signage, etc. 
These spaces include the restored/renovated original 
Dining Room (Airline Club and Authority exhibit space) and 
the former Presidential Suite and Post Office (Airport 
Operations), as well as major repairs to the Mirador and 
South Canopy, and other work completed in association 
with the New Terminal A and Related Facilities project. 
Preservation requirements for these spaces can be clarified 
by consulting the Design Department. 

1.3.2  Exterior Inventory 

1.3.2.1  Shape and Massing:  The shape and massing of 
the 1941 Terminal:  

A.  Arc-shaped, hierarchically composed, featuring both 
squared edges and circular terminuses at the south 
and north ends respectively. 

B.  The central portico, with cap less, square columns, 
integral lighting on the east side of the columns, 
concrete mosaic floor and ceiling, aluminum/glass 
doors with white bronze reeded handles, and 
decorative concrete sconces above these doors. 

C.  Horizontally scored, cast-in-place concrete, and 
structural steel construction. 

D.  Steel-sash casement windows throughout and 
banded windows on the upper story at the southern 
end. 

E.  Three sidewalk canopies, two that curve to the 
northwest and southwest, and one that stretches north. 
As part of the Pedestrian Tunnel project, a portion of 
the southwest canopy will be replaced using original 
material wherever possible. 

F.  Incised lettering on both the landside and airside 
“Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport” and 
“Elevation 16”. 

G.  Decorative, concrete emblems on the building 
façade, the Presidential Seal and the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration logo. 

H.  The cornerstone, located on the building west 
elevation within the portico. 

I.  The original metal flagpole base, still located at its 
original site. 

J.  The airside Waiting Room steel-sash curtain 
window. 
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K.  The round, steel and concrete columns on the 
airside at the Waiting Room level. 

L.  The observation decks and aluminum railings on 
multiple levels on the airside. 

M.  Any exterior light fixtures which remain on the east 
wall in the area of the observation decks. 

N.  All original ground-level airside openings, including 
the curved walls of the former loading vestibules. 

O.  The Mirador, or original weather station, at the roof 
level. Due to concrete deterioration, the Mirador will be 
reconstructed using salvaged original fixtures and wall 
tiling wherever possible. 

1.3.3  Interior Inventory 

1.3.3.1  Ground Floor: 

A.  Trucking Concourses 

1)  All extant, glazed, gold-colored “clay wall unit” 
tiles. 

2)  Original interior concrete wall curbing. 

B.  Baggage Makeup Room 

1)  Original baggage chute. 

C.  Passenger Loading Vestibules:  The following 
elements are in place at vestibule number 2, the most 
intact of the four vestibules (located at the north stair of 
the South Passenger Concourse). Any of these 
elements at any of the other three original vestibules 
should also be protected and maintained: 

1)  Curved, horizontally scored cast-in-place 
concrete walls. 

2)  Terrazzo flooring and baseboard. 

3)  Metal restroom doors. 

4)  Metal twin telephone stalls. The actual booths 
are not original, but their location and arrangement, 
with the shelf between them, is original. 

5)  Metal ventilation grilles in wall. 

6)  Peacock blue-green terra-cotta tiles. 

D.  Loading Vestibule Restrooms 

1)  Any remaining marble partitions. 

2)  Mottled green unglazed porcelain tile flooring. 

3)  Soldier-course wall tiles. 

E.  Presidential Suite 

1)  Walnut, wood-grained, plastic-laminate wall 
surface and doors. 

2)  Terrazzo flooring with inlaid zinc design. 

3)  Anodized and cast-aluminum cornice and other 
decorative aluminum features. 

4)  Steel-sash windows. 

5)  Original lavatory tile and marble partitions. 

6)  Aluminum radiator grilles. 

7)  Window blinds. 

8)  Lighting sources and ceiling fixture. 

9)  Leather sofa and armchair. 

F.  Post Office and Elevator Lobby 
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1)  Exposed aggregate precast concrete wall 
panels and other newly selected finishes. 

2)  Terrazzo flooring with inlaid white-bronze 
design. 

3)  Cast-aluminum grillwork and new mechanical 
grills. 

4)  Original vault. 

5)  Service windows. 

6)  Built-in writing desks, bulletin display cases. 

7)  Replacement doors. 

8)  Elevator doors. 

1.3.3.2  First Floor: 

A.  Waiting Room 

1)  The metal “grand staircase” which originally led 
to the Dining Room, with its original cast-aluminum 
sheaf-of-wheat newel posts. The glass plates and 
aluminum handrails currently in place are replicas 
of the original handrails. 

2)  The extruded aluminum cornice which defines 
the wall/ceiling juncture. 

3)  Glass and metal doors leading to North and 
South Passenger Concourses. 

4)  Any remaining portion of the original terrazzo 
Verde flooring. 

5)  The aluminum radiator system at the curtain 
wall. 

6)  All aluminum ventilation grilles. 

7)  The steel-sash curtain-wall window. 

8)  The gray-buff, exposed aggregate concrete 
panels. 

9)  Two sets of triple aluminum/glass doors leading 
to the observation deck. 

10)  The etchings in the glass over the doors to the 
observatory deck. 

11)  The decorative metal work, stylized disks, 
stars, and lightning bolts, at the caps of the piers 
and above the observatory deck doors. 

12)  The directory, located on the south wall of the 
waiting room. 

13)  The construction credit panels, located on both 
the south and north walls. 

14)  The plastic and metal globe-with-wings panels 
above the doors to the passenger concourses. 

15)  The aluminum fascia at the ticket counter. 

16)  The acoustical plaster soffit below the balcony. 

17)  Aluminum/glass doors at the south end which 
lead to the mezzanine stairwell. 

18)  Numbers and clock hands of the two clocks 
above the concourse openings. 

19)  Two-cut, green-glass lettered signs (“To 
Gates...”) located above the openings between the 
Waiting Room and the North and South 
Concourse. 

B.  South Passenger Concourse 

1)  Peacock blue-green terra-cotta tiles. 
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2)  Terrazzo Verde flooring. 

3)  Slender interior columns. 

4)  Original metal doors on west wall. 

5)  The stairs leading down to the loading 
vestibules, including stair rail and safety rail. 

6)  Original, steel-sash windows. 

7)  Cut, green-glass lettered sign (“To Waiting 
Room”) located above the opening between the 
concourse and the waiting room. 

C.  North Passenger Concourse 

1)  Slender interior metal columns. 

2)  The remaining section of original terrazzo 
flooring. 

3)  Cut, green-glass lettered sign (“To Waiting 
Room”) located above the opening between the 
concourse and the waiting room. 

D.  Original Baggage Room 

1)  Wall coverings, both precast and terra-cotta 
tiles, or flooring, terrazzo that may exist under 
newer materials. 

E.  South Corridor 

1)  Gray-buff exposed aggregate concrete panels. 

2)  Terrazzo Verde flooring. 

3)  Metal doors. 

4)  Interior metal-clad boxy columns, original 
columns reclad during the 1948 renovation. 

5)  Coved ceiling in 1948 portion. 

F.  Soda Fountain 

1)  Any original materials which may be uncovered 
during selective demolition, including precast walls, 
and Kitty Hawk mural. 

G.  Telephone Alcove 

1)  Although no original fabric is apparent, the 
configuration of this space as a telephone alcove is 
original and any original wood-grained plastic 
laminate should be retained. 

H.  Mezzanine 

1)  The aluminum/glass panel balcony original, 
etched plate-glass panels are no longer extant. 

2)  The aluminum wheat-sheaf motif over the door 
openings at either end of the mezzanine. 

3)  All metal doors which lead to offices and room 
number signage hardware is not original. 

I.  The South Mezzanine Stair 

1)  The staircase at the southern end of the 
mezzanine that leads up from the Waiting Room, 
including its aluminum handrail. Aluminum 
suspended light fixtures at landing. 

1.3.3.3  Second Floor: 

A.  Dining Room 

1)  Glass entrance wall with stylized aluminum 
lintel. 

2)  Steel-sash windows. 

3)  Glass and metal doors. 
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4)  Decorative plaster ceiling medallion. 

5)  Cove lighting at the perimeter of the room. 

6)  Terrazzo floor with inlaid white bronze design. 

7)  Aluminum cornice. 

8)  Steel columns. 

9)  Oak veneer walls. 

10)  Outdoor dining terrace, including railing and 
replacement flooring. 

11)  New design features, including temporary wall 
partitions, service space wall openings, service 
bar, elevators and ramps, etc. 

12)  Lavatories, telephone booths, and hall leading 
to the Mezzanine. 

B.  South Corridor and Offices 

1)  All original fenestration and hardware. 

2)  Any original corridor doors and office number 
signage. 

3)  Any original flooring, the date of the extant 
linoleum has not been determined. 

C.  Throughout the Terminal A (1941-56 Portions) 

1)  All original stair elements:  aluminum handrails 
and brackets, terrazzo steps, terra-cotta tiling, etc. 

2)  All original hardware for doors or windows. 

3)  All aluminum ventilation grilles. 

4)  All original terrazzo flooring. 

5)  All original wall surfaces in public spaces, 
including exposed aggregate concrete panels and 
terra-cotta tiles. 

6)  All original doors of which there were eight 
standard types. 

7)  All other original aluminum elements, whether 
decorative trim or functional features. 

8)  The cove ceiling in the 1948 corridor. 

9)  All original, circular lighting fixtures. 

1.4  South Hangar Line (SHL) 

1.4.1  General:  The existing structures of the South 
Hangar Line have been determined to be part of the 
protected National Register property. Renovations and 
alterations to these structures must remain compatible with 
the architectural character of the existing structures. 
Particular care should be taken in the replacement, 
rehabilitation or alteration of structural elements that will 
significantly change the façades (i.e. doors, windows etc). 
Whenever possible repair, rehabilitation or replacement  
in-kind should be attempted. Guidelines for these efforts 
can be found through consultation with the Authority Design 
Department, the State Historic Preservation Office, and the 
Advisory Council of Historic Preservation. All changes 
should be made in accordance with the Secretary of the 
Interior Standards for the Treatment Historic Properties. 
The SHL at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport 
consists of six attached hangars (No. 2 - 7) located 
approximately 500 feet southwest of the Terminal A. The 
hangars run northeast by southwest and lie between 
Thomas Avenue on the west and the Airport apron on the 
east. The hangars are located adjacent and parallel to 
Thomas Avenue. Five hangars (No. 2 - 6) of the SHL are 
designed to appear as one continuous rectangular 
structure. The rectangular structure is three levels adjacent 
to Thomas Avenue, with an adjoining three level high-bay 
hangar rising immediately behind. The center hangar (No. 
4) is taller than the others, providing the visual center. 
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Construction material includes structural steel and 
reinforced concrete. The exterior wall(s) are a continuous 
flat plane of concrete, formed with visible horizontal joint 
lines. Hangar No. 7 has an arched roof of steel box beams 
with long span steel; Hangar Nos. 2 - 6 is constructed with 
Warren trusses. Horizontal steel sash windows provide 
natural lighting to interior spaces. A clerestory is provided in 
the three level hangar space and horizontal windows in the 
three level office/workshop spaces. The SHL provide lease 
space for the following uses:  airplane hangars, workshops 
and offices. These uses are located throughout the six 
structures comprising the SHL. The individual SHL primary 
entrances are centrally located and recessed. The entrance 
system consists of three metal-framed glass doors with 
steel fluted handles flanked by wide geometric concrete 
piers supporting a concrete canopy. Three floodlights 
recessed into the concrete canopy above illuminate the 
entrance. Three service door openings are evenly spaced 
between each primary entrance. Original service doors 
consist of three accordion hinged metal panels with fixed 
light windows in the upper half. Airside, the individual 
hangars are clearly delineated by large hangar doors 
centered on each hangar. These hangar doors, when fully 
opened, are stored in pockets, leaving the entire width of 
the hangar available for aircraft access. Airside pedestrian 
access is accommodated by the use of pilot door located in 
a leaf of the hangar door system. Refer to Exhibits I-1-1 
through I-1-6. 
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