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Request for Expressions of Interest (RFI) 
 

Provide an Airport Operations and Surface Movement Display System 
for Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD) 

 
Issue Date:   June 6, 2013 
Due Date for Submissions: 3:00 PM, June 28, 2013  
Expressions of Interest Reference: “Airport Operations and Surface Movement Display” 
Issued by: Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority at http://www.mwaa.com  

PURPOSE 

The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (Airports Authority) is seeking Expressions of Interest from 
potential vendors concerning the installation and support of an Airport Operations and Surface Movement 
Display System at Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD).  The Airports Authority’s intent with this 
Request for Expressions of Interest (RFI) is to eventually implement an integrated system that can be 
operational as early as the Q1 2014.  The Airports Authority also seeks information from vendors that may 
assist in the formulation of a Request for Proposal (RFP). 

OBJECTIVE 

The Airports Authority seeks information from vendors who are capable of designing and implementing a fully 
functional platform that will meet the needs of the Airport Operations Department and partner Stakeholders 
which provides: 
 

1. Surface management system with delay and diversion alerting capabilities. 

2. Airline, terminal, and airfield information display system.  

3. Aircraft operations researching and reporting system. 

4. Aircraft operations financial researching and reporting system.  

5. User customizable reference screen(s).  

BACKGROUND 
 
The Dulles Airport Operations Center currently utilizes a single web hosted platform running on an Authority 
owned in-house computer system.  This platform provides an Airport Operations and Surface Movement 
Display system including: aircraft location and diversion information, airport user information, and archived 
historical air traffic data.  The Authority seeks to maintain and enhance its current capabilities by searching the 
industry for concept validation and value added enhancements for collaborative decision making.   
 
The Airports Authority’s emphasis in this RFI is to identify vendors with the capability to provide, update, and 
maintain a complete Airport Operations and Surface Movement Display System at IAD.  The following are key 
factors of importance in developing the system: 
 

1. Near-term implementation – The system should be on-line as early as Q1 2014. 

2. Financial capability – the submittal must demonstrate that it has the resources to develop and support 
the project in a timely fashion. 

3. Prior Implementations – The Airports Authority is intent on implementing proven technology and 
systems to meet its operational requirements. Vendors should be prepared to offer reference examples 



Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority Airport Operations and Surface Movement Display RFI  
 

  
 Page 2 

of their experience in implementing system strategies similar and comparable to that envisioned for this 
project. 

4. Funding Options – The Airports Authority understands that this project will require a substantial capital 
outlay and will pursue the most responsible methods to fund the project.  Vendors are encouraged to 
offer creative, practical and viable ideas to facilitate funding. 
 

The information offered in responses to this RFI will be used for planning purposes and to potentially develop a 
RFP for an Airport Operations and Surface Movement Display System at IAD.   

PROJECT SCOPE 

The Airport Operations Surface Movement Display System supports the Airport Operations Department to 
meet federal requirements and provide timely information to Airport Stakeholders.  The system will provide 
aircraft location and diversion information, airport user information, and archived historical air traffic data in an 
integrated web hosted system. 
 
The system should be opened to simultaneous users with access privileges controlled by the Airport 
Operations Department and be accessible on a centralized selection screen. 
 
Aircraft location and diversion information should be displayed graphically over a base map for quick reference 
and tracking utilizing existing radar systems to ensure tracking information is displayed as accurately as 
possible to the end user.  The information displayed within this component system should provide the users 
with key notifications via email or text for diversion and taxi information of aircraft. 
 
Providing instantaneous information to Stakeholders is a key component to collaborative decision making.  The 
system should have the capability of providing user defined information and custom text to Stakeholders on a 
centralized display accessible by simultaneous users. 
 
All aircraft and user defined data provided in the system should be archived for historic reference by the Airport 
Operations Department.  This data should be searchable by multiple data points and provide detailed reports 
for presentation and investigation. 
 
REQUESTED INFORMATION 
 
For all information requested, respondents are encouraged to use existing literature or informational materials 
where appropriate.  The Airports Authority does not expect respondents to this RFI to spend considerable time 
preparing or formatting information if material that already exists can address our information needs.  
 
The Responders should submit an RFI responding to each of the following needs: 
 

1. Provide qualifications and capabilities of your organization including: 
a. Organization information: overview of company, services, and resumes for key individuals. 
b. Experience working with Airports. 
c. Capability: demonstrate your organization’s capacity to implement the system within the 

proposed timeline. 
d. Financial viability: demonstrate your ability to responsibly enter into agreements of the size and 

duration required for this project. 
 

2. Explain past experience working with this type of project. 
 

3. Provide details concerning your interest in this project. 
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4. What information would your organization need in order to prepare a specific proposal in response to 
the anticipated solicitation? 

 
5. Please provide any comments on other creative procurement options, technical considerations, or other 

information that we should take into consideration in development of the RFP. 
 
RESPONSE/SUBMISSIONS TO THE RFI 

The above ‘Requested Information’ must be provided by the respondent in its RFI submission as an e-mail 
attachment in Adobe Acrobat PDF format addressed to contracting@mwaa.com, with “Response to Airport 
Operations and Surface Movement Display System RFI” in the subject line.   

Email attachment submissions, in Adobe Acrobat PDF format, shall be no more than (25) 8-1/2” x 11” text 
pages (using a font not smaller than 11 pt.). 

If respondents wishes to provide additional information, respondents, at its option, may provide additional 
information on a CD ROM by hand delivery or other delivery service to be received by the Airports Authority no 
later than the specified due date and time of this RFI.  However, respondents should be aware that the Airports 
Authority will look first to the e-mail submission to determine whether a submission is of interest. Consequently, 
there can be no assurance that any or all of the material(s) provided on a CD ROM or otherwise will actually be 
viewed or considered by the Airports Authority. 

Hand delivery or other delivery service used for submissions are to be addressed to the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Authority, 1 Aviation Circle, Suite 154, Washington, DC 20001-6000, Attn: “Response to 
Airport Operations and Surface Movement Display System RFI”, and are subject to the same limitations as 
stated above with respect to size of submission, font and additional information.  No facsimile submissions 
will be accepted.   

All submittals must include the respondent’s contact information, including company name, principal contact 
name and title, mailing address, phone number and an email address of respondent’s principal contact. 

By providing information as a response to this RFI, respondents are consenting to its use and consideration by 
the Airports Authority. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE RFI 

In the event any substantive issues require clarification or change during the process, an Amendment to this 
RFI will be issued and posted on the RFI webpage.  Respondents who have registered as a Planholder for the 
RFI will be automatically notified by e-mail that an Amendment or revision has been issued.  No mailing of 
updates, question responses or Amendments will be performed by the Airports Authority for this RFI.  

EVALUATION OF RESPONSE 

Responses should provide enough information for the Airports Authority to make an initial evaluation of the 
project’s viability.  The Airports Authority does not guarantee that all or any information provided in the 
responses will be used for planning purposes or RFP development.  Respondents with insufficient information 
may not be considered further. 
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USE OF RESPONSES BY THE AIRPORTS AUTHORITY 

The responses to this RFI will be used for planning purposes and to potentially develop a RFP for an Airport 
Operations and Surface Movement Display System at Washington Dulles International Airport. 

DISCLAIMER 

No warranties or representations of any kind are made by the Airports Authority.  The Airports Authority does 
not intend to award a contract on the basis of this RFI or to pay for the expressions of interest solicited.  The 
Airports Authority reserves the right to cancel this RFI at any time with or without notice to proposers and 
without liability. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

No person or firm shall be discriminated against because of race, color, national origin, or sex in the award of 
an Airports Authority contract.  Further, there shall be no discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin or sex in the performance of contracts awarded by the Airports Authority.   
 
The Airports Authority is committed to achieving participation in its contracting programs by disadvantage 
businesses, including those that are owned and operated by minorities and women.  The Airports Authority 
may or may not impose requirements for participation by entities in any contract that is ultimately awarded. 


