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The Public Notice for the availability to review and comment on the Draft Environmental 
Assessment for the Proposed ATCT at Washington Dulles International Airport was published in 
the Washington Post and the Washington Times on December 1, 2002.  The Public Notice, 
Affidavits of Publication and document distribution list are included in the following pages. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

WASHINGTON DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR A NEW AIRPORT TRAFFIC CONTROL 
TOWER (ATCT) 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 
 
 

The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA) is proposing to construct a 
new Airport Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) at Washington Dulles International Airport.  
The project includes the site development, site utilities, access road, the actual tower 
and base building, support buildings, and all necessary Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) control communications connections to airfield lights and navigational aids. 
 
As an integral part of the planning for this project, a Draft Environmental Assessment 
(EA) was prepared to evaluate  existing conditions and potential environmental effects.  
The Draft EA addresses the environmental consequences of the Proposed Action (Build 
Alternative) and No Build Alternative, as well as other issues including air quality, water 
quality, historical, architectural, archeological and cultural resources, visual impacts and 
wetlands.  The Draft EA was prepared and comments are requested in conformance 
with the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
 
Beginning, December 2, 2002, copies of the Draft Environmental Assessment are 
being made available for public review and comment at the following libraries: 
Eastern Loudoun Regional Library (21030 Whitfield Place Sterling, VA), Rust Library 
(380 Old Waterford Rd. Leesburg, VA), Centreville Regional Library (14200 St. 
Germaine Dr. Centreville, VA), Chantilly Regional Library (4000 Stringfellow Rd. 
Chantilly, VA), Fairfax City Regional Library (3915 Chain Bridge Rd. Fairfax, VA), 
Reston Regional Library (11925 Bowman Towne Dr. Reston, VA), and  Tysons-Pimmit 
Regional Library (7584 Leesburg Pike Falls Church, VA). 
 
The Draft EA can also be reviewed at www.mwaa.com. 
 
This public review and comment period is also being conducted pursuant to the 
MWAA’s 1987 Programmatic Memorandum  of Agreement with the Virginia State 
Historic Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (as 
regards Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 – 36 CFR 800). 
For further information, questions or to submit written comments concerning the EA and 
historic preservation matters please contact: 
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Office of Communications, MA-10 
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority 
One Aviation Circle 
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport 
Washington, DC  20001-6000 
 
703-417-8745 
 
The record is open for public comment until 5:00 p.m. on January 10th, 2003. 
 
Please note that this notice is for a new ATCT at Washington Dulles International 
Airport and is not associated with the ongoing EIS for new runways and associated 
improvements at the Airport. 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST 
Draft Environmental Assessment for ATCT and Related Facilities 

 
FAA ANI-240 (3 copies) 

Robert Caradonna 
 
Federal Aviation Administration, Washington ADO (1 copy) 

Frank Smigelski 
 
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (34 copies) 

MWAA Staff (23 copies) 
Jim Wilding (MA-1) 
Jim Bennett (MA-2) 
Jonathan Gaffney (MA-10) 
Tara Hamilton (MA-11) 
Neal Phillips (MA-15) 
Margaret Bishop (MA-16) 
Frank Holly (MA-30) 
Dick Cullerton (MA-31) 
Bill Lebegern (MA-32) 
Mike Hackett (MA-32B) 
Charley Baummer (MA-32E) 
Dave Jones (MA-34) 
Richard Turner (MA-34B) 
Dick Whiteley (MA-34I) 
Ken Vogel (MA-36) 
Walt Seedlock (MA-38) 
Tom Beatty (MA-38A) 
Ed Faggen (MA-70) 
Keith Meurlin (MA-200) 
Paul Michaels (MA-220) 
Greg Michna (MA-220) 
Doug Steiner (MA-220) 
Mark Waslo (MA-224) 

Parsons Management Consultants (6 copies) 
Nils Pearson/Jeff Tyley 
Rob Kleinman 
Leslie Pereira 
Henry Ward 
Mike Callahan 
Nat Baker 



WASHINGTON DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

 

2 

 
Other MWAA (5 copies) 

Metropolitan Washington Airlines Committee (2 copies) 
Washington Airports Task Force 
URS Corporation 
EA Engineering 

 
Virginia Regulatory Agencies - State Clearinghouse (18 copies) 

DEQ Office of Environmental Impact Review 
DEQ Division of Air Program Coordination 
DEQ Division of Waste Program Coordination 
DEQ Division of Water Program Coordination 
DEQ Northern Regional Office 
Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services 
Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Department 
Department of Conservation & Recreation (3 copies) 
Department of Game & Inland Fisheries 
Department of Health 
Department of Historic Resources 
Department of Mines, Minerals & Energy 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
Virginia Marine Resources Commission 
Virginia Department of Transportation 
Virginia Department of Aviation 

 
Other Regulatory Agencies (15 copies) 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Virginia Field Office (Kim Marbain) 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Norfolk District, Northern Virginia Field Office (Ron Stouffer) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Wetlands (Peter Stokely) 
Air Quality Conformity (Rose E. Quinto, 3AP21, USEPA REGION 3, 1650 Arch Street, 

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029, 215-814-2182) 
Northern Virginia Regional Commission (G. Mark Gibb, Executive Director) 
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (Michael Rogers, Executive Director - 2 

copies, Joan Rohlfs, Chief, Air Quality Planning - 1 copy) 
County Executive, Fairfax County (Anthony H. Griffin) 
Loudoun County Department of Planning (Clark Draper) 
County Administrator, Loudoun County (Kirby M. Bowers) 
Fairfax County Water Authority (Tom Bonacquisti, Corbalis Water Treatment Plant) 
Fairfax County, Office of Planning and Zoning 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Don Klima) 
National Capital Planning Commission 
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Libraries (2 copies each, 14 copies) 
Fairfax County, VA 

Centreville Regional 
Chantilly Regional 
Fairfax City Regional 
Reston Regional 
Tysons-Pimmit Regional 

Loudoun County, VA 
Eastern Loudoun Regional (Sterling) 
Rust Library (Leesburg) 

 
Federal Elected Officials (9 copies Executive Summary only) 
U.S. Senators from Virginia 

John W. Warner 
George Allen 

U.S. House of Representatives (districts covering Fairfax and Loudoun Counties, Virginia) 
James Moran (D-8th) 
Frank Wolf (R-10th) 
Thomas Davis III (R-11th) 

U.S. Senators from Maryland 
Barbara A. Mikulski 
Paul S. Sarbanes 

U.S. House of Representatives (district covering Montgomery County, MD) 
Constance A. Morella (R-8th) 

U.S. House of Representatives (District of Columbia) 
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC at-Large) 

 
State of Virginia Elected Officials (21 copies Executive Summary only) 
Senators 

29 Charles J. Colgan 
30 Patricia S. Ticer 
31 Mary Margaret Whipple 
32 Janet D. Howell 
33 William C. Mims 
34 Leslie L. Byrne 
35 Richard L. Saslaw 
36 Linda T. Puller 
37 Warren E. Barry 

 
Delegates 

32 Richard H. Black 
33 Joe T. May 
34 Vincent F. Callahan, Jr. 
35 Jeanmarie Devolites 
36 Kenneth R. Plum 
37 J. Chapman Petersen 
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39 Vivian E. Watts 
40 James K. O’Brien, Jr. 
41 James H. Dillard, II 
53 James M. Scott 
67 Gary A. Reese 
13 Robert G. Marshall 

 
 
Reserve copies for Public (5 Copies) 

Contingency copies as demanded by public (5 copies) 
 
TOTAL PAPER COPIES: 
 Full Document    99 
 Executive Summary Only: 30 
 
CD-ROM COPIES: 15 

For MWAA web site and response to public requests
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The following table includes a summary of comments made during the public comment period.  The comments  are listed in the 
order that the complete letters are presented in this appendix.  The “I.D.” column in the table gives an identification number (1, 
2, 3 etc.) assigned to the summarized comment in the order presented and the page number where the comment begins.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commentor I.D. Subject Summary of Comment on Draft EA Response 
Washington 
Airports Task 
Force 

2-1 Visual Impact Strongly recommend the actual design 
of the ATCT blend harmoniously 
without detracting from the airport’s 
landmark architecture. 

The historic nature of IAD and its 
structures was considered as part of the 
design, even though the tower is a 
standard FAA facility.  The preliminary 
design for the ATCT has been 
coordinated fully with the Virginia SHPO 
and is being coordinated with NCPC.  
The viewshed analysis showed that 
because of the distance from the ATCT to 
the IAD historic district there would be 
no adverse effect from the proposed 
ATCT design. 

Fairfax County 1-1 Construction 
Related Noise 

Concerned with construction noise 
impacts on a residential community. 

Pile driving will not be required therefore, 
grading and scraping operations are the 
noisiest activities, with equipment 
generating noise levels as high as 70 to 95 
dB within 50 feet of operations.  
However, distance would rapidly 
attenuate noise levels so the closest area 
residences (more than 7,000 feet from the 
Proposed ATCT) would experience only 
a slight temporary increase in ambient 
background noise. 

Fairfax County 2-2 Planning and 
Zoning 

Change heading of Section 3.3.1 from 
“Zoning in Loudoun and Fairfax 
Counties” to “Zoning and Planning in 
Loudoun and Fairfax Counties”. 

Final EA text edited to reflect comment. 

Fairfax County 3-2 Planning and 
Zoning 

Discussion of Fairfax County’s Airport 
Noise Impact Overlay District is 
inaccurate. 

Final EA text edited to reflect comment. 

Fairfax County 4-2 Planning and 
Zoning 

Add sentence to text to state that 
Fairfax County’s Comprehensive Plan 
recognized the need to ensure that 
buildings constructed near the airport 
be limited in height so as not to 
obstruct operations at the airport.  

Final EA text edited to reflect comment. 

Fairfax County 5-2 Rare Species Is it possible to transplant affected 
hairy beardtongue?  

The Authority will explore the possibility  
of relocating the individual affected hairy 
beardtongue to suitable offsite habitat. 

Loudoun 
County 

1-1 Construction 
Impacts 

Recommend including existing 
residential development surrounding 
IAD be included as an existing land 
use. 

Final EA text edited to reflect comment. 
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Commentor I.D. Subject Summary of Comment on Draft EA Response 
Loudoun 
County 

1-2 Compatible Land 
Use 

Add to discussion of zoning 
requirements for residential units 
located between the 60 and 65 DNL 
contours.  In addition to acoustical 
treatment a full disclosure statement 
and dedication of an avigation 
easement are required. 

Final EA text edited to reflect comment. 

Loudoun 
County 

1-3 Farmlands The County provided a list of eighteen 
prime farmland soil types that exist in 
Loudoun County. 

This list was not previously available.  
Final EA text edited to remove the 
statement that Loudoun County NRCS 
office couldn’t provide a list of prime 
soils for the County.  However, the list of 
prime soils will not be added to the text 
because the soil survey did not include 
those on IAD. 

Loudoun 
County 

2-4 Historical, 
Architectural, 
Archeological, 
and Cultural 
Resources 

County has additional potentially 
eligible NRHP resources not discussed 
in the Draft EA. 

The Final EA text and graphic were  
changed to acknowledge these sites. 

Loudoun 
County 

2-5 Historical, 
Architectural, 
Archeological, 
and Cultural 
Resources 

County requested a copy of the letter of 
determination from the SHPO. 

Letter included in the Final EA. 

Loudoun 
County 

3-6 Socioeconomic 
Impacts/Environ-
mental Justice 

Data obtained from the US census 
Bureau differs from the data found in 
Section 3.18.1. 

Final EA text edited to reflect comment. 

Loudoun 
County 

3-7 Socioeconomic 
Impacts/Environ-
mental Justice 

Update Table 3.15 to show the current 
top employers in Loudoun County. 

Final EA text edited to reflect comment. 

Loudoun 
County 

3-8 Water Quality The ATCT project must also adhere to 
the Loudon County Facilities Standards 
Manual. 

Final EA text edited to reflect comment.  

Loudoun 
County 

3-9 Public Parks 
within Region of 
Influence 

Add Pleasant Valley Golf Course to 
Figure 3-6. 

Final EA graphic modified to show 
Peasant Valley Golf Course. 

Loudoun 
County 

3-10 Foodplains Figure 3-9 should include the entire 
Airport boundary and should delineate 
Cabin Branch. 

The intent of Figure 3-9 was to show any 
floodplains in the vicinity of the proposed 
ATCT.  Therefore, it is not necessary to 
show the entire Airport boundary.  Cabin 
Branch will not receive runoff from the 
proposed ATCT. 

Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

2-1 Wetlands and 
Water Quality 

The project may require registration 
under the Virginia Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System General Permit for 
construction activities. 

The project requires a Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  The 
SWPPP will be included in the Airport’s 
NPDES permit.  Therefore, registration 
under the Virginia Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System General Permit is not 
required. 

Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

2-2 Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Act  

The Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance 
Department concurs that the project is 
consistent with the Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Act as locally 
implemented. 

Comment noted and included in Final 
EA. 
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Commentor I.D. Subject Summary of Comment on Draft EA Response 
Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

3-3 Natural Heritage 
Resources 

The Department of Conservation and 
Recreation recommends avoidance of 
the hairy beardtongue plants during 
construction. 

Hairy beardtongue was found near the 
proposed ductbank and sanitary sewer 
alignments.  The Authority will explore 
the possibility of relocating the individual 
affected hairy beardtongue to suitable 
offsite habitat. 

Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

3-4 Natural Heritage 
Resources 

The survey for diabase species, 
including the earleaf foxglove, white 
heath aster and stiff goldenrod was not 
conducted during the appropriate time  
(September through October). 

Another survey was conducted during 
September and October of 2002.  During 
this survey earleaf foxglove, white heath 
aster and stiff goldernrod were not found.  
Also the diabase flatrock does not exist in 
the area that would be disturbed by the 
construction of this project. 

Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

4-5 Air Quality During construction, fugitive dust must 
be kept at a minimum by using 
applicable control methods outlined in 
9 VAC 5-50-60 et seq. of the 
Regulations for the Control and 
Abatement of Air Pollution. 

Comment noted and included in Final 
EA. 

Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

4-6 Air Quality DEQ recommends that precautionary 
measures be employed to reduce 
ground-level ozone concentrations 
especially during the ozone alert days.  

Cumulative construction air quality 
impacts were analyzed in the draft EA.  
The construction emissions from both the 
ATCT and Tier 2 construction were 
evaluated.  The total emissions were 
within those included in the SIP allotted 
for the Airport.  

Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

5-7 Pollution 
Prevention 

DEQ has recommendations regarding 
pollution prevention. 

The Authority actively promotes 
pollution prevention with the following 
measures: 

? The Authority has in place a 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plan (SWPPP) under its VPDES 
permit.  Any construction project 
that disturbs 10,000 square feet 
or more must have its own 
SWPPP. 

? Systems are in place to ensure 
that environmental compliance 
inspection and monitoring are 
performed as required by both 
state and Authority permit 
programs. 

? The Authority’s sediment and 
erosion control program 
complies with state requirements 
and includes staff certified by 
DCR as program managers, 
inspectors and plan reviewers. 

? The Authority has a recycling 
program. 

? Although the Authority has not 
adopted a formal Environmental 
Management System the 
Authority is familiar with the 
Virginia program and continues 
to review program materials as 
they are distributed by VDEQ. 
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Commentor I.D. Subject Summary of Comment on Draft EA Response 
Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

5-8 Geology The Department of Mines, Minerals, 
and Energy recommends a full 
geotechnical evaluation of the site be 
preformed prior to construction. 

A geotechnical evaluation of the site will 
be completed as part of the design 
process. 

Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

6-9 Energy 
Conservation 

The new buildings should be planned 
and designed to comply with state and 
federal guidelines and industry 
standards for energy conservation and 
efficiency. 

Comment noted and included in Final 
EA. 

Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

6-10 Local Issues  Fairfax County had comments 
regarding construction-related noise 
planning and zoning and rare species. 

These comments were addressed in the 
responses to the Fairfax County 
comments. 

Virginia 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality 

6-11 Regulatory and 
Coordination 
Needs 

Virginia DEQ listed the regulation and 
coordination needs associated with the 
following topics: 
Wetlands and Water Quality 
Erosion and Sediment Control 
Natural Heritage Resources 
Solid and Hazardous Waste 
Federal Consistency Certification 

All associated regulations have been 
added to the list found in Chapter 1 of the 
Final EA. 
All coordination requirements were 
addressed in the responses to comments 
above. 
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